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d}iy,  (k'loltcr  Ml.  I<'.trlmi;i(('ly  ;ill  tlic  men  were  on  t<t|»  nl'  (In-  shaft 
|»M'|>aiinii  niaicrial  foi  (lie  work,  when  anoth«'i-  ('\|»h)si<ni  n(«\in('d, 
lifHiiU  Ihc  hoards  and  canvas  (liaf  covcrod  iho  sliall.  Tliis  wa.s 

I.  |Hiii('d  In  Ihc  nlhcials  ai  nnco  and  the  repair  woik  was  snsjteuded. 
The  lire  bosses  descended  the  No.  3  shaft  and  went  in  as  far  as  the 

tLnnel  and  found  everything  as  it  was  left  on  Thursday  night.  Tlie 

CMges  in  No.  5  were  damaged  and  couhl  not  be  used.  The  situation 

was  grave  and  exceedingly  uncertain.  The  ventilation  could  not  be 

res-toied  without  repairing  the  brattices  in  tlie  shaft.  The  explosion 

wa.-?  undisputed  evidence  o\'  the  existence  of  a  tire  somewhere  in 
the  mine,  and  the  workings  were  known  to  be  full  of  explosive  gases, 

and  if  an  exi)]osion  should  occur  when  the  men  were  working  on  the 

brattice  in  tlie  shaft  it  would  most  certainly  cause  their  death.  It 

re'iuired  more  than  ordinary  courage  to  attempt  to  make  an  exam- 
ination of  the  workings,  bnt  on  November  2  the  fire  boisses  went 

down  the  No.  3  to  the  bottom  seam  and  made  an  examination  in  the 

vicinty  of  the  two  shafts  but  saw  no  evidence  of  an  explosion  having 

t liken  plac(>  in  the  lialtimore  seam.  From  there  they  ascended  into 
the  Hillman  seam  and  went  into  the  return  airway  bnt  failed  to 

detect  any  evidence  of  fire  in  the  air  returning  from  the  seat  of  the 

first  explosion.  It  was  too  dangerous  for  them  to  stay  long,  so  they 

returned  to  the  suiface  and  made  their  report.  The  officials  and  the 

Ti;S])ector  were  present,  and  it  was  decided  to  wait  a  few  days  for 

further  develoiunents.  The  fire  boss  descended  No.  3  again  on  No- 
vember T)  and  found  indisputable  evidence  that  fire  was  burning  in 

the  Hillman  seam.  The  return  air  currents  coming  from  the  region 

of  the  first  explosion  was  highly  charged  with  the  smoke  and  gas- 
eous iuimIucIs  of  the  fire  and  it  was  decided  to  fiood  the  No.  1  slope 

workings  in  the  Hillman  seam  as  soon  as  ]tracticabh'.  and  streams 
of  water  were  a  I  once  turned  in. 

(hi  November  T  aiioliier  explosion  tooi<  |>hice.  lifting  the  covering 
on  ihe  No.  H  shaft  and  the  smnke  and  dust  came  out  through  the  fan. 

II  \>}is  expected  that  in  a  few  days  llu.'  water  would  cover  the  region 
ol   ihe  tire,  and  it  was  decided  to  wail   niiiil  ilial   was  etVected. 

The  wat<'''  having  filled  Ihe  slopc^  workings  to  Ihe  recpiired  heigh! 

by  November  iM,  !he  fire  bosses  descended  to  th(»  r>altim(»re  seam 
and  finding  thai  a  small  current  of  air  was  i»assing  up  the  inclined 

pl.ines,  they  went  up  and  at  Ihe  head  of  Ihe  planes  they  saw  evi 

deuces  <»f  a  lerrilic  explosion  having  taken  |»Iace  there.  The  slop- 
pings  and  docns  were  blown  away  and  Ihe  cars  were  blown  [o 

pieces,  and  they  believed  thai  llie\  smelled  tire.  It  was  an  awful 

siluatinii  for  men  l(»  be  in  and  they  wore  naturally  timid.  They  re 

linmd  In  the  surface  and  made  Mieir  report.  This  had  a  de|)ressing 

etTecl  upon  everybody  connected  with  the  mine.  The  woi'kings  of 
llir  Uall  ininrr  arc  vcr\   exicnsivo  and  al   this  time  Ihev  were  nearh 
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all  filled  with  fire  damp.  This  could  not  be  cleared  without  a  strong 

ail'  current  and  the  ventilation  could  not  be  forced  in  unless  the 
brattice  in  the  shaft  was  repaired,  and  the  very  act  of  forcing  air  in 
would,  most  probably,  carry  the  gas  to  the  fire  and  cause  such  an 

explosiO'D  as  would  utterly  ruin  the  mine  and  its  ventilating  appli- 
ances. Another  examination  was  made  on  November  23.  All  the 

officials  and  the  writer  were  at  the  colliery  and  indisputable  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  fire  was  obtained.  Seeing  that  it  was  useless  to 
l)ermi1  any  more  risks  to  be  taken  it  was  decided  to  flood  the  Bal- 

timore seam  workings  with  water  to  the  necessary  height  for  filling 
the  whole  workings  and  measures  were  at  once  taken  to  put  this 
into  effect,  and  no  more  men  were  allowed  to  enter  the  mine. 
By  December  10  the  water  had  risen  so  as  to  seal  the  bottom  of 

both  ishafts,  so  that  it  was  safe  to  work  at  repairing  the  brattice. 
While  connecting  a  broken  pipe  one  of  the  workmen  received  an 

electric  shock  and  noticed  sparks.  There  being  fire  damp  near,  they 
ascended  the  shaft  and  reported  it.  Subsequently  the  electrician  of 
the  traction  company  was  sent  for  and  he  found  that  a  potential  of 
4  volts  and  a  current  of  12  ampieres  was  in  the  pipes  leading  down 
into  the  shafts.  This  electric  current  was  leaking  from  the  current 

of  the  Traction  company,  which  was  regarded  very  dangerous  for 
a  gaseous  mine.  An  insulator  was  put  in  one  of  the  joints  of  each 
pipe  on  the  surface  to  prevent  the  electric  current  following  into  the 
mine  and  this  proved  effective. 

At  this  writing  the  workings  are  filled  to  the  required  heigiht  of 
205  feet  and  the  water  is  being  hoisted  out.  The  water  is  all  out  of 
the  Hillman  slope  and  the  location  of  the  fire  was  found  to  have  been 
on  the  second  west  gangway.  Both  the  second  west  and  two  and 

one-half  west  gangway  were  damaged  by  the  explo'sions  and  by  falls 
brougiit  down  presumably  by  the  effect  of  the  water  on  the  fireolay 

roof  i  '    ! 

An  Explosion  of  Gas  and  Fire  at  the  Franklin  Colliery. 

At  12.30  P.  M.,  Saturday,  August  15,  Fire  Bosses  John  Flynn  and 

William  Tredinnick,  accompanied  by  Joseph  Hughes,  James  Mon- 
aghan  and  William  N.  Thomas,  went  into  the  old  workings  west  of 
No.  1  slope  in  the  Baltimore  seam  to  make  a  change  in  the  arrange 
ment  of  the  ventilation.  They  were  told  to  use  siafety  lamips,  but 
ignoring  the  instructions,  they  all  carried  naked  lights.  Flynn, 
taking  Hughes  with  him,  went  some  distance  away  from  the  others 

and  on  breaking  down  an  old  brattice  stopping,  he  ignited  a  body 
of  gas  which  burned  him  and  Hughes  severely  and  set  some  old 
timber  on  fire.  Flynn  died  on  August  17.  They  had  a  large  force 

of  men  foir  about  two  weeks  endeavoiring  to  extinguish  the  fire,  when 
it  became  too  dangerous  and  it  was  decided  to  isolate  the  old  work- 

ings VI  est  of  the  slope  and  flush  culm  enough  in  to  fill  it.     All  the 
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